
Not all the non-British school-age 
students travelling to the UK will 
be destined for a school which is 
a member of the ISC and not all 
who are studying at an ISC school 
will be studying a mainstream or 
traditional curriculum. Some will 
be attending what are often called 
Study Centres, studying A-Levels or 
‘University Pathway’ courses (and 
others will be attending language 
schools).

One of the first International 
Study Centres was set up by 
Taunton School in 1996, to cater 
for international students whose 
English was too weak to enter 
the mainstream classroom. In 
2003, under the leadership of 
Caroline Nixon, as ‘Taunton School 
International’, it focussed entirely 
on offering a one-year GCSE / 
Pre-IB course.

According to Caroline Nixon, “the 
one-year GCSE was and remains 
the most popular course in UK 
independent schools in terms of 
a preparatory course specifically 
for international students”. This is 
because parents know that, if their 
child has A-Levels or IB, they are 
more likely to gain entry to a UK 
university. UCAS figures show that 
an international student applying 
from a UK independent school is 
twice as likely to be accepted as 
one that applies directly. But to 
be accepted by a UK school for 
sixth form, and to be successful 
there, can be difficult; hence the 
popularity of the one-year GCSE 
programme in preparation.

Caroline Nixon is now an 
international education consultant, 
advising schools across a number 
of areas, including opening 
International Study Centres and 
developing programmes within 
the mainstream for international 
pupils and summer schools. We 
asked her about the pros and 
cons of establishing a separate 
international study centre vs 
integrating non-British boarders 
within the main school community.

“�Parents,�and�therefore�agents,�like�

a�preparatory�programme�to�be�in�

the�mainstream�as�they�value�the�

integration�and�cultural�experience�

this�brings.�However,�it�does�put�

additional�pressure�on�teaching�

and�pastoral�staff�and�makes�it�

important�that�the�school�has�an�

excellent�training�programme�for�its�

staff,�suggesting�teaching�strategies�

–�such�as�being�careful�not�to�use�

idioms�or�culturally�inaccessible�

examples�in�the�classroom�–�and�

suggesting�ways�for�pastoral�staff�to�

ensure�true�integration�and�not�just�

the�formation�of�cliques�based�on�

first�language.”

BROOKE HOUSE COLLEGE,  
MARKET HARBOROUGH

Just a short walk from the Head Offices of 
HMC, Society of Heads and RSAcademics 
is Brooke House College, an ‘international 
boarding college’ which prepares students 
from around the globe for entry to English-
speaking qualifications. Brooke House has 
students from 37 different countries. Mike 
Oliver, the Principal, told us about their 
different pathways depending on the prior 
attainment and level of English of the student:

Pathway 1: Some students have no English, so 
we provide intensive support and a curriculum 
designed towards Cambridge English 
Language Assessment.

Pathway 2: When their English is good 
enough, students transfer to a GCSE 
programme and then A-Level. There are 
normally about a dozen subjects offered at 
GCSE and students sit between 4 and 8, while 
at A-Level 18 subjects are offered.

Pathway 3: A University Foundation 
Programme (UFP). This is another way to get 
to British universities – a one-year, fast-track 
course normally taken by international 
students who have finished high school 
back home and would like to continue their 
education in the UK. At the moment, Brooke 
House offers the UFP in Business, Engineering, 
Art & Architecture and Medicine.

Pathway 4: The aspiring footballer. We have 
60 boys in our football academy. They have a 
traditional curriculum in the morning and then 
football in the afternoon. This programme 
is full, with students from around the world. 
There are links with Australia and a company 
in China and sponsorship deals in Angola.
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STUDY CENTRES
In 1997 the first schools that had opened International 
Study Centres formed an association called BAISC (the 
British Association of International Study Centres). 
These schools were:

• Bedford School • Rossall School

• Sherborne School • Taunton School.

The common factor was that they all believed that 
separate classes and boarding houses would best 
prepare students for later success in the mainstream. 
They all had small classes (generally fewer than 
ten students), where students could gain individual 
attention to their English language skills and in a limited 
range of academic subjects.

Later, BAISC became BAISIS, the British Association of 
Independent Schools with International Students, and 
opened its doors to other schools that had different 
types of pre-sessional courses or support mechanisms 
in place for newly-arrived international students. It 
counts 55 schools in its membership today.

�THE ONE-YEAR GCSE WAS AND REMAINS THE 
MOST POPULAR COURSE IN UK INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOLS IN TERMS OF A PREPARATORY COURSE 
SPECIFICALLY FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS.


